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CI VI CS 

Grade VI I     

Lesson 4.  How t he St at e Government  works 

   
 

 

1. Samoan I sland is locat ed in                                        

 Pacif ic ocean  

2. I n Samoa I sland, t her e wer e 

 special cooking houses  

3. The boys school in Madhya Pr adesh had no 

 Cour t yar d 

4. When did gir ls lear n cooking or  ot her  t hings in t he Samoa I sland 

  14 year s 

5. Domest ic wor ker s ar e paid 

 Low wages 

6. Anganwadis ar e called  

 Dhildr en cent r es 

  

 

 

1. Which one act ivit y was not  associat ed wit h t he Samoan childr en in t he 1920s? 

 Playing cr icket  

             

2. At  which age gr oup gir ls also went  on f ishing t r ips : 

 14 year s 

3. What  gir ls wer e given t o play wit h while boys wer e given car s? 

 Dolls 

4. Who was Melani? 

 A domest ic wor ker . 

 

 

I  Mult iple choice quest ions 

I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 

I  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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1. Domest ic wor ker s ar e usually (All in one) 

 Women 

2. Gender  inequalit y r ef er s t o  

 Dist inct ion bet ween boys and gir ls 

3. Which of  t he f ollowing is a gender -based discr iminat or y act ion? 

 Sex discr iminat ion t est , Boys ar e t aught  t o be t ough, Gir ls ar e given dolls and cooking 

 it ems t o play 

 

 

 

i. The r oles of  men and women ar e : 

 not  equally valued 

ii At  what  age did t he boy in Samoa j oin older  boys f or  lear ning out door  j obs? 

 9 year s 

iii. Fr om which class did t he gir ls and boys go t o separ at e school in M.P.? 

 Class VI  onwar ds 

iv. Doing household wor k is wor k or  not ? 

 Yes 

v. Who was t he main r esponsibilit y of  housewor k acr oss t he wor ld? 

 Women 

vi. What  ar e t he t ot al number  of  wor k hour s (paid) spent  by women wor ker s in Har yana ever y 

 week? 

 23 

vii. Who can t ake st eps, t o br ing gender  equalit y? 

 Const it ut ion, Societ y  

 

 

 

I I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 

I V Mult iple choice quest ions 
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1. CSO st ands f or   Cent ral St at ist ical Organisat ion . 

2. The Const it ut ion says t hat  men and women ar e equal. 

3. Mangla was a  domest ic worker  . 

4. Boys ar e given  Cars and gir ls  dolls t o play. 

5. Gir ls in Samoan ar e f r ee when t hey become teenagers. 

6. I n Madhya Pr adesh, gir ls and boys wer e of   sixt h class. 

 

 

 

1. The gir ls’ schools was designed ver y dif f er ent  f r om t he boy’s schools. 

2. Some societ ies make clear  dist inct ion bet ween boys and gir ls. 

3. Men and women do not  have t he same st at us.  

4. Car e-giving t asks ar e associat ed wit h Women.  

 

 

 

1.  The r oles women play and t he wor k t hey do ar e usually valued less t han t he r oles men play 

 and t he wor k t hey do. 

2. The wages of  domest ic wor ker s ar e low. 

3. Our  Const it ut ion says t hat  being male or  f emale should not  become a r eason f or  

 discriminat ion.  

4. Gender equalit y  is t he need of  hour . 

 

 

1. The child cent r es in villages ar e called anganwadi.  

2. Our  const it ut ion pr ovides equalit y of  gender s 

3. I n Madhya Pr adesh t he girls’ schools wer e designed dif f er ent ly in t he 1960s. 

4. Most  of  t he wor k done by women is  devalued/  invisible .  

 

 I  Fill in the blanks 

 I I  Fill in the blanks 

 I I I  Fill in the blanks 

 I V Fill in the blanks 
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Column A Column B 

1. Weave Basket s Women 

2. Devalued Women’s wor k 

3. Domest ic wor k Cleaning 

4. I nequalit y bet ween boys and gir ls MP  

Column A Column B 

a) 23 hour s  Paid wor k hour s f or  women in Har yana 

b) 19 hour s Paid wor k hour s f or  women in Tamilnadu 

c) House wor k Physical wor k 

d) 4 Hour s Housewor k hour s men in Tamilnadu 

d) Melani A domest ic wor k 

Column A Column B 

i. They ar e t aught  t o be dominat e Boys 

ii.  They ar e t aught  t o be sof t  Gir ls 

iii. Women have t o bear  Double bur den 

iv. St anding f or  long hour s in f r ont  of   

hot   st oves while cooking 

Women 

v.  Women wor k much mor e t han t hat  of  Men 

1. House wor k hour s men in Har yana 2 hour s 

 I  Mat ch the columns 

 I I  Mat ch the columns 

 I V Mat ch the columns 

 I I I  Mat ch the columns 
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1. Boys ar e given pr ef er ence over  gir ls. True 

2. The main r esponsibilit y of  housewor k is of  boys. False 

3. Bur den of  child wor k f alls on women True 

 

 

 

1. The Samoan I sland ar e sit uat ed in t he I ndia an Ocean False.  

2. Car e –giving t asks ar e most ly done by women in I ndia. True.  

3. Anganwadi r ef er s t o adult  educat ion cent r es False 

4. Household wor k is physically demanding True 

5. Our  Const it ut ion does not  discr iminat e bet ween male and f emale. True 

 

.  

 

i.  Sex r ef er s t o t he biological dif f er ence bet ween boys and gir ls. True 

ii. The Samoan childr en ar e ver y much dif f er ent  f r om t oday’s childr en. True 

iii. I n our  societ y men and women do not  have t he same st at us. True 

iv.  Domest ic wor ker s lead  a comf or t able lif e because t hey get  good payment . False 

v. I t  is ver y dif f icult  f or  women t o wor k bot h inside and out side t he home False .  

 

 

 

1. House wor k does not  r equir e physical and emot ional wor k. False 

2. Lif e of  domest ic wor ker  is ver y dif f icult  True 

3. Gover nment  has passed laws t hat  or ganisat ions wit h women wor ker s must  have cr èche 

  f acilit ies. True.  

 

 

 

 I  True or False 

I I  True or False 

I I I  True or False 

I V True or False 
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1.  Where are Samoan I slands? 

The Samoan I slands ar e a par t  of  a lar ge gr oup of  small islands in t he sout her n par t  of  t he 

 Pacif ic ocean. 

2.  What  is gender inequalit y? 

 Whenever  dist inct ions ar e made bet ween men and women and an inequal t r eat ment  is done 

bet ween t hem, it  is called gender  inequalit y. 

3.  What  are t he dut ies of  a domest ic worker? 

 The dut ies of  a domest ic wor ker  include sweeping and cleaning, washing clot hes and dished, 

cooking, looking af t er  childr en or  t he elder ly. 

4.  What  is double burden of  women’s work? 

 Women have t o wor k har d bot h inside and out side t he home. This is of t en r ef er r ed t o as 

t he double-bur den of  women’s wor k. 

5.   What  does I ndian const itut ion provide about  equalit y? 

 The I ndian const it ut ion pr omot es equalit y of  men and women .  The const it ut ion bans any 

t ype of  discr iminat ion bet ween man and a woman. 

6.  Has t he goal of  I ndian const it ut ion of  equalit y been realised? 

 Even t hough t he const it ut ion pr omot es equalit y of  men and women, inequalit y bet ween t he 

t wo sexes st ill exist s.  The bur den of  child car e and housewor k f alls upon women in addit ion t o 

t he wor k t hey do out side. 

7.  What  is ident it y? 

 I dent it y is a sense of  self -awar eness of  who one is.  Typically, a per son can have sever al 

ident it ies. 

8.  What  is care- giving? 

 Car e-giving r ef er  t o a r ange of  t asks r elat ed t o looking af t er  and nur t ur ing.  Besides 

physical t asks, t hey even involve a st r ong emot ional aspect . 

9.  What  is de- valued? 

 When someone is not  given due r ecognit ion f or  a t ask or  j ob one has done,  one can f eel de-

valued.  For  example, if  a boy has put  in a lot  of  ef f or t  int o making a special bir t hday gif t  f or  

his f r iend and t his f r iend does not  say anyt hing about  t his, t hen t he boy may f eel de-valued. 

 

 Very Short  Answer Quest ions  
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1.  How are dif f erences made bet ween men and women? 

 i) Societ ies make clear  dif f er ences bet ween boys and gir ls which begin f r om  a ver y 

young age. 

 ii) Boys ar e given car s as t oys while gir ls ar e given dolls t o play. 

 iii) Toys become a way of  t elling childr en t hat  t hey will have dif f er ent  f ut ur es when t hey 

become men and women. 

 iv) Gir ls ar e t old t o be sof t  and dr ess pr oper ly. 

 v) Boys ar e t old be t aught  and given specif ic wor k. 

 vi) Men and women do not  have t he same st at us. 

2.  How his housework devalued? 

 Acr oss t he wor ld, t he main r esponsibilit y of  housewor k and car e,  giving t asks like looking 

af t er  t he f amily, elder s, sick and childr en, lies wit h t he women.  I t  is some wor k which is not  

/ never  paid f or .  Thus, societ y devalues t he household wor k done by women. 

3.  How are rural and urban women and girls malt reat ed? 

 i) A number  of  housewor k t asks r equir e heavy physical wor k. 

 ii) I n bot h r ur al and ur ban ar eas, women and gir ls have t o f et ch wat er  f r om long 

dist ances. 

 iii) I n r ur al ar eas, women and gir ls car r y heavy head loads of  f ir ewood. 

 iv) Tasks like washing clot hes, ut ensils, cleaning, sweeping and picking up loads r equir e 

bending, lif t ing and car r ying. 

 v) Many women wor k har d at  home doing domest ic chor es. 

 vi) However , housewor k and car e giving is not  given due at t ent ion. 

 vii) I n t his way, women ar e malt r eat ed and do not  have t ime f or  leisur e. 

4.  What  are Anganwadis? 

 i) Anganwadis ar e child car e cent r es set  up in t he villages in t he count r y. 

 ii) The gover nment  has passed laws t hat  make it  mandat or y f or  or ganisat ions t hat  have 

mor e t han 30 women employees t o pr ovide cr èche f acilit ies. 

 iii) The pr ovision of  cr èches help many women t o t ake up employment  out side t he home.  

I t  also make it  possible f or  mor e gir ls t o at t end schools. 

Short  Answer Quest ions  



 

 

 

                                                                         8                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Are the given st at ement s alongside t rue or f alse.   Support  your answer wit h the use of  

 an example: 

a) All societ ies do not  t hink similarly about  the roles that  boys and girls play.  

b) Our societ y does not  make dist inct ions bet ween boys and girls when t hey are 

growing up.  

c) Women who stay at  home do not  work.  

d) The work t hat  women do is less valued than that  of  men.  

a) Tr ue. The way boys and gir ls gr ow in Madhya Pr adesh and Samoan I sland is not  

t he same. 

b)False.  Gir ls ar e discr iminat ed in our  societ y against  boys in daily lif e. 

c) False. They do most  of  t he domest ic wor k which is physically demanding and 

st r enuous 

d) Tr ue. Household wor k is not  given adequat e value. 

2.  Housework is invisible and unpaid work.   Housework is physically demanding.    

 Housework is t ime- consuming.  

Writ e in your own words what  is meant  by t he t erms ‘invisible’,  ‘physically 

demanding’ and ‘t ime- consuming’? Give one example of  each based on t he household t asks 

undertaken by women at  your home. (NCERT) 

 I nvisible her e means t hat  t he wor k done by women is devalued even t hr ough it  is not  

paid.  Fur t her  t he physical and emot ional st r ess of  wor k is not  r ecognised. 

Physically demand means t hat  mor e labour  is r equir ed t o do domest ic wor k t han ot her  

wor k, t echnical or  mechanical.  I t  is mor e st r enuous. 

Time consuming means t hat  household wor k r equir es a lot  of  t ime.  Mast  of  her  t ime is 

consumed in t hese act ivit ies and less t ime is lef t  f or  her self  or  t o r elax. 

 

 

 

Long Answer Quest ions  
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3.  Make a lot  of  t oys and games that  boys t ypically play and another f or girls.  I f  t here is 

 a dif f erence bet ween t he t wo list s,  can you t hink of  some reasons why t his is so?

 Does t his have any relat ionship t o the roles children have t o play as adult s? 

Boys Gir ls 

Car s Gun, Nat , Ball, Basket  ball, Badmint on, 

business games 

Dolls, Kit chen set , doll meddling hid and sick, 

car t oon, snake and ladder , house wor king. 

 

These t oys and games given t o boys and gir ls ar e a way of  t elling childr en t hat  t hey will 

have dif f er ent  wor k when t hey become man and women.  I t  even r ef lect s t he discr iminat ion in 

r espect  of  physical st r engt h and t he st amina. Lat er  in lif e, t his af f ect s t he subj ect s t he 

childr en st udy and t he car eer s t hey choose. 

4.  Write a not e on growing of  boys and girls in Samoa in t he 1920s.  

 i) Samoan islands ar e one of  t he lar ge gr oups of  small islands in t he sout her n par t  of  t he 

Pacif ic Ocean. 

ii) I n 1920s, childr en in t his island did not  go t o school. 

iii) When t he babies st ar t ed wor king on own, t hey wer e lef t  under  t he car e of  t heir  older  

br ot her s and sist er s.  Childr en as old as f ive year s looked af t er  t heir  younger  siblings. 

iv) Af t er  at t aining nine year s of  age, boys j oined t he older  boys f or  out door  act ivit ies like 

f ishing and plant ing coconut s.  However , gir ls cont inued looking af t er  t he younger  ones. 

v) When gir ls became t eenager s, i.e. 14 year s of  age, t hey wer e allowed mor e f r eedom as 

t hey could t hen go f or  f ishing and plant at ion act ivit ies or  help t heir  mot her s in cooking, et c. 

5.  How is growing of  children dif f erent  in Madhya Pradesh? 

i) I n MP in 1960’s f r om Class VI  onwar ds, gir ls and boys went  t o separ at e schools. 

ii) Gir ls’ school was dif f er ent  f r om boys’ school.  They had a cent r al   cour t yar d wher e 

t hey played in t ot al seclusion and saf et y f r om t he out side wor ld. 

iii) The boys’ school had no such cour t yar d and had a big playgr ound. 

iv) I n t he evening, boys wat ched as school gir ls cr owded t he st r eet s. 

v) Boys used t he st r eet  t o st and idle, while gir ls walked in gr oups as st r eet  f or  gir ls was 

simply a place t o get  st r aight  home. 

 

 


